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DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION


JUNE 1, 2005
******************************************************************************

Item 1
Minutes

Submittal of the Minutes from the May 17, 2005 Cabinet Meeting.

(See Attachment 1, Pages 1-3)

RECOMMEND   APPROVAL
******************************************************************************

Item 2
Progress Energy Florida Final Order of Certification/Hines Energy Complex Power Block 4
REQUEST:  Consideration of an Order, to be executed by the Siting Board, adopting the Administrative Law Judge’s Recommended Order recommending the Siting Board grant full and final certification to Progress Energy Florida, under Section 403, Part II, F.S., for the location, construction and operation of the Hines Energy Complex Power Block 4, pursuant to Subsections 403.509(1), and 403.511(1), F.S. 
COUNTY:  Polk

APPLICANT:  Progress Energy Florida (PEF)
LOCATION: The PEF Hines Energy Complex contains approximately 8,200 acres of reclaimed phosphate mine lands and is located in the southwest portion of Polk County, Florida, approximately 3.5 miles south of the city of Bartow.  The community of Homeland is located one mile northeast of the Hines site.  

STAFF REMARKS:  On August 5, 2004, PEF filed a Site Certification Application (SCA) for the Hines Energy Complex Power Block 4 with the Department of Environmental Protection pursuant to the Florida Electrical Power Plant Siting Act (PPSA), Sections 403.501 through 403.518, F.S. The SCA proposed the construction and operation of a 530 MW (nominal) electric power generation facility. This facility would consist of two natural gas fired 170 MW combustion turbines, two heat recovery steam generators, a 190 MW steam turbine and generator, and ancillary equipment. The proposed Power Block 4 will be located entirely within the existing Hines Energy Complex site.  The unit will be located west of Power Blocks 1, 2 and 3.  All construction activities for Power Block 4 will occur within an approximately five-acre portion of the plant island.

In January 1994, the Governor and Cabinet, acting as the Siting Board, certified the Hines Energy Complex for an ultimate site capacity of 3,000 MW of generating capacity fueled by either natural gas, coal gas, or fuel oil, and also granted certification for the construction and operation of an initial 470 MW combined cycle unit known as Power Block 1.  Power Block 1
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Item 2, cont.
began operation in 1999.  In 2001, the Siting Board also granted certification for the construction and operation of Hines Power Block 2, a 530 MW combined cycle unit.  Power Block 2 began operation in 2003.  In 2003, a certification was granted by the Siting Board for Power Block 3, a 530 MW combined cycle unit, which is currently under construction and expected to be in service by late 2005.

The Hines Energy Complex is interconnected to the electrical grid through multiple existing electrical transmission lines.  A new 20-mile-long 230 kV transmission line to connect the Hines Site to the existing PEF West Lake Wales Substation is being permitted separately.   Natural gas is delivered to the Hines Energy Complex by two existing natural gas pipelines, which will serve Power Blocks 1, 2, 3, and 4.  Fuel oil is also burned in the existing units and is delivered by truck and stored in an onsite storage tank.  A new fuel oil unloading station and a new fuel and storage tank will be added to serve Power Block 4.  

On April 5, 2005, the Administrative Law Judge issued a Recommended Order recommending the Siting Board grant full and final certification to PEF.

(See Attachment 2, Pages 1-186)
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