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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

Pursuant to State Board of Education Rule 6A-1.0453(5), Florida Administrative Code, the St. Lucie
County District School Board requested an informal conference with the Department of Education to
discuss several findings presented in report No. 2010-004. The informal conference was held on
December 14, 2010. The resulting informal conference panel’s memorandum of February 7, 2011,
recommended the restoration of certain specified proposed adjustments. The panel’s recommendations

were accepted by the Commissioner of Education, as evidenced by letter dated February 9, 2011.

The proposed net restoration adjustment to FTE pursuant to the panel’s recommendations totaled to
3.7047 unweighted FTE but has a potential impact on the District’s weighted FTE of 62.3478. The
proposed net restoration adjustment to student transportation pursuant to the panel’s recommendations
totaled to 21 students. The ultimate resolution of our proposed restoration adjustments to FTE and
student transportation and the computation of their financial impact is the responsibility of the

Department of Education.
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AUDITOR GENERAL
STATE OF FLORIDA

G74 Claude Pepper Building
DAvID W. MARTIN, CPA 111 West Madison Street PHONE: 850-488-5534

AUDITOR GENERAL Tallahassee, Florida 32399-1450 Fax: 850-485-6975

The President of the Senate, the Speaker of the
House of Representatives, and the
Legislative Auditing Committee

INDEPENDENT AUDITOR'S REPORT
AGREED-UPON PROCEDURES
FOR PROPOSED RESTORATION ADJUSTMENTS
FULL-TIME EQUIVALENT (FTE) STUDENTS AND STUDENT TRANSPORTATION

We have previously examined management's assertion, included in its representation letter dated March 2, 2009,
that the St. Lucie County District School Board complied with State requirements governing the determination
and reporting of the number of full-time equivalent (FTE) students under the Florida Education Finance
Program (FEFP) and students transported for the fiscal year ended June 30, 2008, and have presented the results
of our examination in report No. 2010-004, issued July 23, 2009. This agreed-upon procedures report on the
proposed restoration adjustments to FTE and student transportation should be read in conjunction with report

No. 2010-004.

Pursuant to State Board of Education Rule 6A-1.0453(5), Florida Administrative Code, the St. Lucie County
District School Board requested an informal conference with the Department of Education (DOE) to discuss
certain findings which were presented in report No. 2010-004. The informal conference was held as an informal
video conference on December 14, 2010. The resulting informal conference panel’s memorandum of
February 7, 2011, recommended the restoration of proposed adjustments to FTE and student transportation for
the findings discussed, as specified in the panel’s recommendations. The panel’s recommendations were accepted

by the Commissioner of Education, as evidenced by letter dated February 9, 2011.

In conjunction with the panel’s recommendations and the Commissioner’s acceptance, we performed certain
agreed-upon procedures, specified in SCHEDULE B herein, to determine and report the proposed restoration
adjustments. We performed the agreed-upon procedures, and have issued this report, solely to assist DOE with
its restoration. DOE is responsible for the sufficiency of the agreed-upon procedures and the computation of the
restoration’s financial impact. Consequently, we make no representation regarding the sufficiency of the

procedures either for the purpose for which this report has been requested or for any other purpose.

1-
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We performed the agreed-upon procedures in accordance with attestation standards established by the American
Institute of Certified Public Accountants (AICPA) and the standards contained in Government Auditing Standards
issued by the Comptroller General of the United States. We did not conduct an examination, the objective of
which would be the expression of an opinion on the proposed restoration adjustments contained herein.
Accordingly, we do not express such an opinion. Had we performed additional procedures pursuant to such an

examination, other matters might have come to our attention that we would have reported.

Pursuant to Section 11.45(4)(c), Florida Statutes, this report is a public record and its distribution is not limited.
Attestation standards established by the AICPA require us to indicate that this report is intended solely for the
information and use of the Legislative Auditing Committee, members of the Florida Senate and the Florida
House of Representatives, the State Board of Education, the Department of Education, and applicable District

management and is not intended to be and should not be used by anyone other than these specified parties.

Respectfully submitted,

SLC 4]

David W. Martin, CPA
July 25, 2011
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SCHEDULE A

St. Lucie County District School Board
Florida Education Finance Program (FEFP)
Full-Time Equivalent (FTE) Students and Student Transportation
EFFECT OF PROPOSED RESTORATION ADJUSTMENTS ON WEIGHTED FTE
(For Illustrative Purposes Only)
For the Fiscal Year Ended June 30, 2008

Proposed Net Cost Weighted

No. Program Adjustment! Factor FTE2

101 Basic K-3 (1.2500) 1.048 (1.3100)
111 Grades K-3 with ESE Services (3.7417) 1.048 (3.9213)
112 Grades 4-8 with ESE Services (6.0000) 1.000 (6.0000)
113 Grades 9-12 with ESE Services (9.0000) 1.066 (9.5940)
130 English for Speakers of Other Languages 1.2500 1.200 1.5000
254 ESE Support Level 4 14.8583 3.625 53.8613
255 ESE Support Level 5 4.9000 5.062 24.8038
300 Career Education 9-12 2.6881 1.119 3.0080
Total 3.7047 62.3478

U These proposed net adjustments are for unweighted FTE. (See SCHEDULE B.)

2 The proposed restored weighted adjustments to FTE are presented for illustrative purposes only. The weighted adjustments to FTE
do not take special program caps or allocation factors into consideration and are not intended to indicate the FTE used to compute
the dollar value of adjustments. That computation is the responsibility of the Department of Education.
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SCHEDULE B

St. Lucie County District School Board
Florida Education Finance Program (FEFP)
Full-Time Equivalent (FTE) Students and Student Transportation
PROPOSED RESTORATION ADJUSTMENTS
For the Fiscal Year Ended June 30, 2008

Overview

Pursuant to State Board of Education Rule 6A-1.0453(5), Florida Administrative Code, the St. Lucie County District
School Board requested an informal conference with the Department of Education (DOE) to discuss several findings
presented in report No. 2010-004. The informal conference was held on December 14, 2010. The resulting informal
conference panel’s memorandum of February 7, 2011, recommended the restoration of adjustments for certain
findings presented originally in report No. 2010-004. The panel’s recommendations were accepted by the
Commissioner of Education, as evidenced by letter dated February 9, 2011. In conjunction with the panel’s
recommendations and the Commissionet’s acceptance, we performed certain agreed-upon procedures to determine

and report the number of proposed restoration adjustments, as specified below.

Proposed Net
Restoration Adjustments
Description (Unweighted FTE)

1. Finding Nos. 13 (Ref. 4005); 18 (Ref. 7104); 64 (Ref. 16103); 100 (Ref. 31103);
104 (Ref. 32101); 124 (Ref. 40104); 126 (Ref. 40106); and 135 (Ref. 42103)

Summary of Findings: Matrix of Services forms for ESE students were not reviewed and
updated when the students’ Individualized Educational Plans (IEPs) were revised. In
addition, Matrix of Services forms for other ESE students were not reviewed and updated
when the students” new IEPs were developed. An adjustment was proposed for each
Finding to decrease FTE student credits for ESE Support Level 4 or 5 and increase FTE

student credits for the Basic Program with ESE services.

Panel’s Recommendation: “The panel recommends restoration of the weighted FTE student credits

Jor exceptional students who bad a signed and dated 1IEP and an accompanying Matrix of Services form
Jor students whose IEP did not require a change in services. Department of Education staff will review
supporting documentation that was provided by the district for the students cited in the appealed findings
and advise the Auditor General of any students for whom FIE student credits should be restored.
Further, the panel recommends that the Department of Education staff review the law, TAP, and Matrix

of Services Mannal to matke the policy and procedures for the annual IEP and matrix review clear.”
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SCHEDULE B (Continued)

St. Lucie County District School Board
Florida Education Finance Program (FEFP)
Full-Time Equivalent (FTE) Students and Student Transportation
PROPOSED RESTORATION ADJUSTMENTS
For the Fiscal Year Ended June 30, 2008

Proposed Net
Restoration Adjustments

Description (Unweighted FTE)
1. Finding Nos. 13 (Ref. 4005); 18 (Ref. 7104); 64 (Ref. 16103); 100 (Ref. 31103);
104 (Ref. 32101); 124 (Ref. 40104); 126 (Ref. 40106); and 135 (Ref. 42103) (Continued)
Auditor’s Procedures: Pursuant to the Panel’s recommendation and subsequently as a
result of the Department’s review, we propose the following restoration adjustment for
the Findings specified, as presented below:

111 Grades K-3 with ESE Services (3.7417)

112 Grades 4-8 with ESE Services (6.0000)

113 Grades 9-12 with ESE Services (9.0000)

254 ESE Support Level 4 14.8583

255 ESE Support Level 5 4.5000 .6166
2. Finding No. 85 (Ref. 23111)
Summary of Finding: One ESE student was absent during the 11-day window of the
reporting survey and should not have been reported with the survey’s results. An
adjustment was proposed to reduce FTE student credits for ESE Support Level 5.
Panel’s Recommendation: “If verified by the auditor that the documentation provided by the district is
Jor the student in question, then the panel recommends restoration of the weighted FTE student credits.”
Auditor’s Procedures: Pursuant to the panel’s recommendation, upon confirming that the
documents in question were for the student cited in the original Finding, we propose the
following restoration adjustment, as presented below:

255 ESE Support Level 5 4000 4000
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SCHEDULE B (Continued)

St. Lucie County District School Board
Florida Education Finance Program (FEFP)

Full-Time Equivalent (FTE) Students and Student Transportation

PROPOSED RESTORATION ADJUSTMENTS
For the Fiscal Year Ended June 30, 2008

Description
3. Finding Nos. 14 (Ref. 4079); 27 (Ref. 9171/72/74/78) and 101 (Ref. 31171/72/76)

Summary of Finding: Five teachers were appropriately approved by the School Board to
teach Limited English Proficiency (LEP) students out of field, but the parents of the
students concerned were not notified of the teachers’ out-of-field status. In addition,
three teachers were appropriately approved by the School Board to teach students in
ESOL courses out of field; however, the newsletter used to notify parents of the teachers’
status did not disclose that ESOL was their out-of-field subject area. Adjustments were
proposed to decrease FTE student credits for ESOL courses and increase the Basic

Program FTE student credits.

Panel’s Recommendation: “If the school letters or newsletters cover the periods in which the teachers

were cited, the panel recommends restoration of the weighted FTE student credits. The panel recommends
1o restoration for the finding in which the teachers’ subject area was not disclosed in the correspondence to

the parents.”

Auditor’s Procedures:  Pursuant to the panel’s recommendation, we reviewed the

documentation to validate whether the letter or newsletter covered the period in question.
We could not determine that the documentation submitted did in fact cover the period in

question. Consequently, we do not propose a restoration adjustment for these Findings.
.0000
4. Finding Nos. 46 (Ref. 11176) and 91 (Ref. 25171/72)

Summary of Findings: Three teachers taught Primary Language Arts to classes that
included LEP students; however, the teachers were not propetly certified to teach LEP
students and were not approved by the School Board to teach such students out of field
until after the October 2007 survey had ended. It was also noted that the parents of the
LEP students concerned were not notified of one teacher’s out-of-field status.
Adjustments were proposed to decrease FTE student credits for ESOL courses and

increase Basic Program FTE student credits.

Proposed Net
Restoration Adjustments
(Unweighted FTE)

.0000
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SCHEDULE B (Continued)

St. Lucie County District School Board
Florida Education Finance Program (FEFP)
Full-Time Equivalent (FTE) Students and Student Transportation
PROPOSED RESTORATION ADJUSTMENTS
For the Fiscal Year Ended June 30, 2008

Proposed Net
Restoration Adjustments
Description (Unweighted FTE)

4. Finding Nos. 46 (Ref. 11176) and 91 (Ref. 25171/72) (Continued)

Panel’s Recommendation: “If the auditor verifies that the teacher in finding no. 46 was a substitute,

the panel recommends restoration of the weighted FTE student credits. Since the teachers in finding no. 91

were not approved by the board until after the October survey, the panel recommends no restoration.”

Auditor’s Procedures: Pursuant to the panel’s recommendation and confirming the

documentation submitted supported that the teacher in question was in fact working as a
substitute teacher during the October 2007 survey, we propose the following restoration
adjustment for the October 2007 survey for this Finding, as presented below:

101 Basic K-3 (1.2500)
130 English for Speakers of Other Languages 1.2500 .0000

5. Finding No. 66 (Ref. 16171)

Summary of Finding: The out-of-field status of one teacher was approved by the School
Board during the prior school year, but the teacher did not earn the required six hours of
college credit towards certification in the out-of-field subject area. An adjustment was
proposed to decrease FTE student credits in Career Education 9-12 (OJT) and increase FTE

student credits in the Basic Program.

Panel’s Recommendation: “Based on a review by the anditor of the courses related to the finding, if the
results of the review are favorable, then the panel recommends restoration of the weighted FIE student

credits.”

Auditor’s Procedures: Pursuant to the panel’s recommendation, we reviewed the submitted
documentation to validate the teachet’s in-field status. The documentation submitted was
for Course No. 8200410, to which the teacher was in field; however, the course that we cited
was Course No. 8300420. Consequently, we could not validate the teacher’s in-field status as

to this course. We propose no restoration adjustment for this Finding.

.0000 .0000
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SCHEDULE B (Continued)

St. Lucie County District School Board
Florida Education Finance Program (FEFP)

Full-Time Equivalent (FTE) Students and Student Transportation

PROPOSED RESTORATION ADJUSTMENTS
For the Fiscal Year Ended June 30, 2008

Description
6. Finding Nos. 65 (Ref. 16104) and 122 (Ref. 40102)

Summary of Finding: The timecards for 25 Career Education 9-12 (OJT) students were
missing and could not be located. Adjustments were proposed to reduce Career

Education 9-12 (OJT) FTE student credits.

Panel’s Recommendation: “The panel recommends restoration of the weighted FI'E student credits on

the basis of the tropical storm and emergency declaration.”

Auditor’s Procedures: Pursuant to the panel’s recommendation, we propose the following

restoration adjustment for these Findings, as presented below:
300 Career Education 9-12 2.6881

Proposed Net Restoration Adjustment

Proposed Net
Restoration Adjustments
(Unweighted FTE)
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SCHEDULE B (Continued)
St. Lucie County District School Board
Florida Education Finance Program (FEFP)
Full-Time Equivalent (FTE) Students and Student Transportation
PROPOSED RESTORATION ADJUSTMENTS
For the Fiscal Year Ended June 30, 2008
Students Transported
Proposed Net

Description Restoration Adjustments
Student Transportation
7. Finding No. 2 (Ref. 52)
Summary of Finding: Twenty-six students were incorrectly reported in the Center to
Center (Vocational) membership category. Twenty-five students were transported home
from a non-instructional, after-school program and were not eligible for State
transportation funding. The remaining student was in the Individuals with Disabilities
Education Act (IDEA) category and should have been reported in the Center to Center
(IDEA), Unweighted membership category. An adjustment was proposed to reduce by 25
the number of students who were eligible for State transportation funding.
Panel’s Recommendation: “Based on the results of a subsequent determination by the anditor, the
panel recommends restoration of student transportation FIE student credits if the students are found to be
eligible to receive funding.”
Auditor’s Procedures: Pursuant to the panel’s recommendation, we propose the following
restoration adjustment for this Finding, as presented below:

October 2007 Survey

90 Days-in-Term

Two Miles or More 2

64 Days-in-Term

Two Miles or Motre 9 11

February 2008 Survey

72 Days-in-Term

Two Miles or More 8

18 Days-in-Term

T'wo Miles or Motre 2 10

Students Transported Proposed Net Restoration Adjustment 21
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St. Lucie County District School Board
Florida Education Finance Program (FEFP)
Full-Time Equivalent (FTE) Students and Student Transportation
COMMISSIONER’S LETTER
For the Fiscal Year Ended June 30, 2008

FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION Dr. Eric J. Smith

T. WILLARD FAIR, Chairman Commissioner of Education

Members

DR. AKSHAY DESAL E

MARK KAPLAN il 2 m
ROBERTO MARTINEZ

JOHN R. PADGET

KATHLEEN SHANAHAN
SUSAN STORY

February 9, 2011

Mr. Michael Lannon, Superintendent
St. Lucie County School District
4204 Okeechobee Road

Fort Pierce, FL 34947

Dear Superintendent Lannon:

My staff and I have reviewed the recommended agreement, which was a result of the informal
audit conference concluded on December 14, 2010. The conference concerned the Full-Time
Equivalent (FTE) Students and Student Transportation Audit (Report No. 2010-004) for the year
ending June 30, 2008, for the School District of St. Lucie County. I accept the informal
conference panel’s recommendation and, by copy of this letter, am asking Deputy Commissioner
Linda Champion to initiate appropriate action with regard to the FEFP adjustment for St. Lucie
County. Iam pleased that the informal conference participants reached an agreement.

Sincerely,

cc: Linda Champion
Joe Williams
Frances Haithcock

325 W. GAINES STREET * TALLAHASSEE, FL 32399-0400 ¢ (850) 245-0505 « www.fldoe.org
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St. Lucie County District School Board
Florida Education Finance Program (FEFP)
Full-Time Equivalent (FTE) Students and Student Transportation
INFORMAL CONFERENCE PANEL’S MEMORANDUM
For the Fiscal Year Ended June 30, 2008

FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION Dr. Eric J. Smith

T. WILLARD FAIR, Chairman

Members

DR. AKSHAY DESAI JHSE i ]
MARK KAPLAN loridat
ROBERTO MARTINEZ

JOHN R, PADGET

KATHLEEN SHANAHAN

SUSAN STORY

MEMORANDUM

Date: February 7, 2011

To: Commissioner

From: Link Jarret]

Subject: Audit Réport 010-004, Report on the School District of St. Lucie County, Florida

Education Finance Program (FEFP) Full-Time Equivalent (FTE) Students and Student
Transportation for the Fiscal Year Ended June 30, 2008

On October 20, 2010, the Department of Education received a request from the St. Lucie County School
District for an informal conference to discuss Audit Report No. 2010-004 and related issues. The
informal video conference was held on December 14, 2010.

The St. Lucie County School District was represented by Michael Lannon, Tim Bargeron, Bill
Tomlinson, Camille Hooper, Lyna Marin, Mary Krause, Barbara Slaga, Kathie Schmidt, Sue Ranew, and
Don Carter. The Department of Education was represented by Kim Komisar, Lort Rodriguez, Charlie
Hood, and Becky Pruett. David Morris and I served as the-informal conference panel. Joe Williams
represented the Office of the Auditor General.

St. Lucie County School District appealed audit findings related to Exceptional Student Education (ESE),
English for Speakers of Other Languages (ESOL), student time card, teacher certification, and
transportation issues. The recommendations that resulted from the informal appeal conference are as

follows:

1. Matrix of Services forms [Finding Nos. 13 (Ref. 4005), 18 (Ref. 7104), 64 (Ref. 16103), 100 (Ref.
31103), 104 (Ref. 32101), 124 (Ref. 40104), 126 (Ref. 40106). and 135 (Ref. 42103)]

Summary of Findings: Matrix of Services forms for ESE students were not reviewed and updated when
the students’ Individualized Education Plans (IEPs) were revised. In addition, Matrix of Services forms
for other ESE students were not reviewed and updated when the students’ new IEPs were developed. An
adjustment was made for each finding to decrease FIE student credits for ESE support level 4 or 5 and
increase FTE student credits for the basic program with ESE services. ’
) LINCOLN JARRETT, JR.
EXECUTIVE STAFF DIRECTOR

325 W. GAINES STREET * SUITE 1214 » TALLAHASSEE, FL 32399-0400 « (350) 245-0406 « www.fldoe.org
FaX (850) 245-9135

11-
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St. Lucie County District School Board
Full-Time Equivalent (FTE) Students and Student Transportation
INFORMAL CONFERENCE PANEL’S MEMORANDUM (Continued)
For the Fiscal Year Ended June 30, 2008

Commissioner Eric J. Smith
February 7, 2011
Page 2

According to the audit report, matrix forms were not reviewed, signed, and dated when the students’ TEPs
were reviewed, signed, and dated. The district staff disagreed with the finding; it contended that the
policy for signing and dating a matrix when the annual IEP was reviewed and dated was not in law or
rule, but was an interpretation of the statute by staff of the Bureau of Exceptional Education and Student
Services. The interpretation of the law has been provided through a technical assistance paper (TAP) and
Matrix of Services Manual, which have not been adopted as a rule.

The district staff contended that the state statute was the prevailing authority and that the services
provided were consistent with the law. The auditor contended that the TAP and the Matrix of Services
Manual established a procedure for the IEP and matrix signing and dating process; however, the
procedures have not been adopted as a rule or adopted by reference as a rule. The district staff asserted
that when an annual IEP review occurred, if the IEP did not suggest a change in level of service, the
Matrix was attached to the IEP, which had been signed and dated.

Recommendation: The panel recommends restoration of the weighted FTE student credits for exceptional
students who had a signed and dated IEP and an accompanying Matrix of Services form for students
whose IEP did not require a change in services. Department of Education staff will review supporting
documentation that was provided by the district for the students cited in the appealed findings and advise
the Auditor General of any students for whom FTE student credits should be restored. Further, the panel
recommends that the Department of Education staff review the law, TAP, and Matrix of Services Manual
to make the policy and procedures for the annual IEP and matrix review clear.

2. Absent ESE student [Finding No. 85 (Ref. 23111)]

Summary of Finding: One ESE student was absent during the 11-day window of the reporting survey and
should not have been reported with the survey’s results. An adjustment was made to reduce FTE student

credits for ESE support level 5.

A copy of an October 2007 hospital/homebound program service log and IEP for a student at Lakewood
Park Elementary School was provided as supporting documentation.

Recommendation: If verified by the auditor that the documentation provided by the district is for the
student in question, then the panel recommends restoration of the weighted FTE student credits.

3. Parent notification of teachers” out-of-ficld status [Finding Nos. 14 (Ref. 4079), 27 (Ref. 9171/9172/
9174 /9178), and 101 (Ref. 31171 /31172 /31176)]

Summary of Findings: Five teachers were appropriately approved by the school board to teach Limited
English Proficiency (LEP) students out of field, but the parents of the students concerned were not
notified of the teachers’ out-of-field status. In addition, three teachers were appropriately approved by the
school board to teach students in ESOL courses out of field; however, the newsletter used to notify
parents of the teachers’ status did not disclose that ESOL was their out-of-field subject area. Adjustments
were made to decrease FTE student credits for ESOL courses and increase the basic program FTE student

credits.

In reference to the first two findings, the district contended that parents were notified of the teachers’
status through the distribution of a school newsletter or the mailing of a school letter to the parent.

12-
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St. Lucie County District School Board
Full-Time Equivalent (FTE) Students and Student Transportation
INFORMAL CONFERENCE PANEL’S MEMORANDUM (Continued)
For the Fiscal Year Ended June 30, 2008

Commissioner Eric J. Smith
February 7, 2011
Page 3

Copies of newsletters and school letters were provided by the district as supporting documentation ‘for
these two findings. Since the audit report does not specify teacher names for verification that the
newsletters contain the appropriate information, the auditor will verify which teachers were cited in the

first two findings referenced above.

Recommendation: If the school letters or newsletters cover the periods in which the teachers were cited,
the panel recommends restoration of the weighted FTE student credits. The panel recommends no
restoration for the finding in which the teachers’ subject area was not disclosed in the correspondence to

the parents.

4. Teachers of LEP students not properly certified or approved [Finding Nos. 46 (Ref. 11176) and 91

(Ref. 25171/ 25172)]

Summary of Findings: Three teachers taught Primary Language Arts to classes that included LEP
students; however, the teachers were not properly certified to teach LEP students and were not approved
by the school board to teach such students out of field until after the October survey had ended. It was
also noted that the parents of the LEP students were not notified of one teacher’s out-of-field status.
Adjustments were made to decrease FTE student credits for ESOL courses and increase basic program

FTE student credits.

The district indicated the teacher cited in finding no. 46 was not hired until January 2008; therefore,
services prior to January would have been as a substitute and out-of-field status would not apply. The
district also indicated that, since the two teachers cited in the other finding were hired in early October
2007, there was no opportunity to report to the school board prior to the October survey period.
According to the district, the two teachers were approved by the board in January and parents of one
student were notified in January of the teacher’s out-of-field status.

Recommendation: If the auditor verifies that the teacher in finding no. 46 was a substitute,
the panel recommends restoration of the weighted FTE student credits. Since the teachers in finding no.

91 were not approved by the board until after the October survey, the panel recommends no restoration.

5. Teacher certification and out-of-field status [Finding No. 66 (Ref. 16171)]

Summary of Finding: The out-of-field status of one teacher was approved by the school board during the
prior school year, but the teacher did not earn the required six hours of college credit towards certification
in the out-of-field subject area. An adjustment was made to decrease FTE student credits in the career

education program and increase FTE student credits in the basic program.

The district provided a copy of a waiver certificate and contended the teacher was not teaching out of
field at the time of the audit.

Recommendation: Based on a review by the auditor of the courses related to the finding, if the results of
the review are favorable, then the panel recommends restoration of the weighted FTE student credits.

6. On-the-Job-Training (QJT) student time cards [Finding Nos. 65 (Ref. 16104) and 122 (Ref. 40102)]

Summary of Findings: The time cards for 25 OJT, students were missing and could not be located.
Adjustments were made to reduce career education FTE student credits.

13-
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St. Lucie County District School Board
Full-Time Equivalent (FTE) Students and Student Transportation
INFORMAL CONFERENCE PANEL’S MEMORANDUM (Continued)
For the Fiscal Year Ended June 30, 2008

Commissioner Eric J. Smith
February 7, 2011
Page 4

During the conference, the district provided information regarding a disaster and emergency declaration
for St. Lucie County, which was issued in August 2008 as a result of the damage that was caused by
Tropical Storm Fay. The district contended that the OJT time cards in question were destroyed in the
flooding and requested a waiver of the audit adjustment.

Recommendation: The panel recommends restoration of the weighted FTE student credits on the basis of
the tropical storm and emergency declaration.

- 7. Transportation for students in non-instructional program [Transportation Finding No. 2 (Ref. 52)]

Summary of Finding: Twenty-six students were incorrectly reported in the Center to Center (Vocational)
membership category. Twenty-five students were transported home from a non-instructional, after-school
program and were not eligible for State transportation funding. The remaining student was in the
Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) category and should have been reported in the Center
to Center (IDEA), Unweighted, membership category. An adjustment was made to reduce by 25 the
number of students who were eligible for state transportation funding.

The district reported that supporting documents from the audit indicate that 21 of the 25 students in
question were found to be eligible for the Two Miles or More category for their respective schools. The
representative for the Office of the Auditor General indicated that the auditors will review the work
papers and supporting documentation for the finding to determine whether or not there is an inconsistency
between the work papers and the final report.

Recommendation: Based on the results of a subsequent determination by the auditor, the panel
recommends restoration of student transportation FTE student credits if the students are found to be

eligible to receive funding.

Other ESOL-related findings were either appealed or the district requested that the adjustments be
waived; however, due to the nature of these issues, restoration of the adjusted FTE student credits was not

recommended.

Attached is the district’s initial list of appealed findings with the informal conference recommendations.
If you accept the recommendations, the Office of Funding and Financial Reporting and the Auditor
General should be notified to take appropriate restoration action.

LJ/op
Attachment

cc: Linda Champion
Tim Bargeron
Charlie Hood
Kim Komisar
Michael Lannon
David Morris
Lori Rodriguez
Joe Williams "
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JuLy 2011 REPORT NoO. 2010-004R

St. Lucie County District School Board
Full-Time Equivalent (FTE) Students and Student Transportation
INFORMAL CONFERENCE PANEL’S MEMORANDUM (Continued)
For the Fiscal Year Ended June 30, 2008

FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION Dr. Eric J. Smith
Members Commissioner of Education
DR. AKSHAY DESAI

ROBERTO MARTINEZ %M Repid,
JORN R. PADGET é S
KATHLEEN SHANAHAN

MEMORANDUM

Date: April 25, 2011

To: David Hughes, Office of the Auditor General

From: Link Jarrett

Subject: 2007-08 St. Lucie County School District Audit Appeal Restoration

On December 14, 2010, Department of Education staff held an informal audit appeal conference with St.
Lucie County School District staff. During the conference, the district appealed audit findings related to
matrix of services forms. The district contended that, following annual Individual Education Plan (IEP)
reviews, staff attached a matrix of services form to the signed and dated IEP, if the IEP did not suggest a
change in the level of service.

In a February 7, 2011, memo to the Commissioner, the audit appeal conference panel recommended
restoring the weighted full-time equivalent student credits for the students for whom the district had
provided a signed and dated IEP and an accompanying matrix of services form. Department of Education

staff determined that appropriate documentation was provided by the district for 28 students. Attached is
a list of the students for whom documentation was provided.

Libp
Attachment

cc: Linda Charopion

Tim Bargeron

Kim Komisar

Michael Lannon

David Morris

Nancy Reeder

LINCOLN JARRETT, JR.
EXECUTIVE STAFF DIRECTOR
325 W. GAINES STREET » SUITE 1214 « TALLAHASSEE, FL 32359-0400 « (850) 245-0406 » www.fldoe.org
Fax (850)245-9135
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St. Lucie County District School Board
Full-Time Equivalent (FTE) Students and Student Transportation
INFORMAL CONFERENCE PANEL’S MEMORANDUM (Continued)
For the Fiscal Year Ended June 30, 2008

St. Lucie 2007-08 Audit Appeal
' Report No. 2010-004
Student List - Restoration Recommendation

Memo Item No. 1:

Finding No. / Reference ASID
13 /4005 40746

1877104 43406
12395
25775

64 /16103 28868
37370

100/ 31103 40443

104 /32101 25152
18956
20250
29761

2790
16533
21367
15857
30403

4228
28771

124740104 38603
126 1 40106 23859

135742103 37167
10282

8566

17711

31255

6002

8035

41620
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St. Lucie County District School Board
Full-Time Equivalent (FTE) Students and Student Transportation
INFORMAL CONFERENCE PANEL’S MEMORANDUM (Continued)
For the Fiscal Year Ended June 30, 2008

FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION John L. Winn

KATHLEEN SHANAHAN, Chair
ROBERTO MARTINEZ, Vice Chair

Members

GARY CBARTRAND

DR. AKSHAY DESAI

MARK KAPLAN

JOHN R. PADGET

MEMORANDUM

Date: Tuly 15,2011

To: David Hughes, Audit Supervisor
Auditor General

From: Link Jarref

Subject: 2007-08 St. County School District Audit Appeal Restoration, Finding 85

On December 14, 2010, Department of Education staff held an informal audit appeal conference with St.
Lucie County School District staff. During the conference, the district appealed audit finding number 85,
which indicates a 0.4000 reductior in full-time equivalent (FTE) credits for an Exceptional Student
Education (ESE) Support Level 5 student was made. This memo is to clarify the intent of the agreement
reached at the informal conference.

Audit finding number 85 indicates that the ESE student was absent during the 11-day window of the
reporting survey and should not have been reported with the survey results. The district contended the
student was in the hospital/homebound program and provided a copy of the October 2007 service log and
Individual Education Plan for an ESE student.

Based upon the discussion of this issue, an agreement was reached by the parties. The informal
conference panel recommended restoration of the FTE student enrollment and weighted FTE student
funding. The agreement was approved by the Commissioner of Education on February 9, 2011. Asa
condition of the agreement, the Auditor General’s staff was to confirm that the student who was discussed

was the student at issue.

LI:bp
cc: Linda Champion
Tim Bargeron
Michael Lannon
Bambi Lockman
David Morris
LINCOLN JARRETT, JR.
EXECUTIVE STAFF DIRECTOR
325 W. GAINES STREET * SUITE 1214 » TALLAHASSEE, FL: 32399-0400 » (850) 245-0406 » www.fldoe.org
Fax (850) 245-9135
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