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Overview 

 
Management is responsible for determining and reporting the number of students transported in compliance with 

State requirements.  These requirements are found primarily in Chapter 1006, Part I, E., and Section 1011.68, 

Florida Statutes; State Board of Education Rules, Chapter 6A-3, Florida Administrative Code; and the Student 

Transportation General Instructions issued by the Department of Education.  The Charlotte County District School 

Board complied, in all material respects, with State requirements governing the determination and reporting of 

students transported for the fiscal year ended June 30, 2006.  All of the instances of noncompliance disclosed by 

our examination procedures are discussed below and require management's attention and action, as recommended 

on page 39. 

 Students 
 Transported 
 Net Audit 
Findings Adjustments 
 
Our examination procedures included both general tests and detailed tests.  Our general tests included inquiries 
concerning the District’s transportation of students and verification that a bus driver’s report existed for each bus 
reported in a survey.  Our general tests disclosed the instances of noncompliance discussed in finding Nos. 1 and 2.  
Our detailed tests checked the accuracy of the reported ridership categories for students sampled from the July, 
October, February, and June surveys.  Our detailed tests disclosed the instances of noncompliance discussed in 
finding Nos. 3, 4, 5, 6, and 7.  Audit adjustments from our general tests affect non-sample students and audit 
adjustments from our detailed tests affect sample students, unless otherwise noted. 

General Tests 
  

1. [Ref. 54] The number of days-in-term for 14 Gifted students in Center to 

Center (IDEA), Unweighted (1 in the October survey and 13 in the February survey) 

was incorrectly reported.  The student in the October survey was reported for 15 days-

in-term, but should have been reported for 16 days.  The students in the February survey 

were reported for 16 days-in-term, but should have been reported for 18 days (11 

students), 15 days (1 student), and 17 days (1 student).  We also noted that one of the 

students in the February survey did not ride the bus during the 11-day window of that 

survey and should not have been reported.  We made following audit adjustments: 

October 2005 Survey 
15 Days-in-Term 
Center to Center (IDEA), Unweighted – Sample Student (1) 
  
16 Days-in-Term 
Center to Center (IDEA), Unweighted – Sample Student 1  
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General Tests  (Continued) 

  
February 2006 Survey 
16 Days-in-Term 
Center to Center (IDEA), Unweighted – Sample Student (Did not ride bus.) (1) 
Center to Center (IDEA), Unweighted - Sample Students (5) 
Center to Center (IDEA), Unweighted – Non-Sample Students (7) 
 
15 Days-in-Term 
Center to Center (IDEA), Unweighted – Sample Student 1  
 
17 Days-in-Term 
Center to Center (IDEA), Unweighted – Sample Student 1  
  
18 Days-in-Term 
Center to Center (IDEA), Unweighted – Sample Students 3 
Center to Center (IDEA), Unweighted – Non-Sample Students 7  (1) 
 

2. [Ref. 57] Twelve students in the February survey were transported to an after-

school, volunteer reading program which was not eligible for State transportation 

funding.  We made the following audit adjustment: 

February 2006 Survey 
12 Days-in-Term 
Two Miles or More (3) 
  
17 Days-in-Term 
Two Miles or More (1) 
  
20 Days-in-Term 
Two Miles or More (5) 
  
34 Days-in-Term 
Two Miles or More (3) (12)  
 

Net Audit Adjustments from General Tests  (13) 
 
Sample Students  (1) 
Non-Sample Students  (12) 
 

Net Audit Adjustments from General Tests  (13)  
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Detailed Tests 

  
3. [Ref. 51] Fourteen students in the June survey were enrolled in a summer youth 

program that was not eligible for State Transportation funding.  We made the following 

audit adjustment: 

June 2006 Survey 
21 Days-in-Term 
Two Miles or More (3) 
Two Miles or More - Non-Sample Students (11) (14) 
 

4. [Ref. 52] One student was reported incorrectly in IDEA (K-12), Unweighted in 

the October survey.  The student lived more than two miles from school and should 

have been reported in Two Miles or More.  We made the following audit adjustment: 

October 2005 Survey 
90 Days-in-Term 
IDEA (K-12), Unweighted (1) 
Two Miles or More 1  0  
 

5. [Ref. 53] Two ESE students were reported incorrectly in IDEA (K-12), 

Weighted in the October survey.  The students’ IEPs did not indicate that they met one 

or more of the five eligibility criteria required for IDEA-weighted classification. 

However, we noted that the students lived more than two miles form school and were 

eligible to be reported in Two Miles or More.  We made the following audit adjustment: 

October 2005 Survey 
90 Days-in-Term 
IDEA (K-12), Weighted (2) 
Two Miles or More 2  0  
 

 

 

 



JULY 2007 REPORT NO. 2008-003 
 SCHEDULE B (Continued) 
 

 Charlotte County District School Board 
 Student Transportation 
 FINDINGS AND AUDIT ADJUSTMENTS 
 For the Fiscal Year Ended June 30, 2006 

 
 Students 
 Transported 
 Net Audit 
 Findings Adjustments 

The accompanying notes are an integral part of this schedule. 
-37- 

 
Detailed Tests (Continued) 

  
6. [Ref. 55] Five students were reported incorrectly in Hazardous Walking (two in 

July, one in October, and two in February).  Three of the five students did not have to 

cross a hazard to reach school, and the remaining two lived more than two miles from 

school and should have been reported in Two Miles or More.  We made the following 

audit adjustments: 

July 2005 Survey 
14 Days-in-Term 
Hazardous Walking (2) 
Two Miles or More 1  
  
October 2005 Survey 
90 Days-in-Term 
Hazardous Walking (1) 
  
February 2006 Survey 
90 Days-in-Term 
Hazardous Walking (2) 
Two Miles or More 1  (3) 
 

7. [Ref. 56] Four students were reported incorrectly in Center to Center 

(Vocational) (three in October and one in February).  Of the three students in the 

October survey, one was not dual-enrolled and was not otherwise eligible for center to 

center reporting, and two were transported more than two miles from home to school 

and should have been reported in Two Miles or More.  The student in the February 

survey had withdrawn from school prior to that survey and should not have been 

reported.  We made the following audit adjustments: 

October 2005 Survey 
90 Days-in-Term 
Two Miles or More 2  
Center to Center (Vocational) (3) 
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Detailed Tests (Continued) 

  
February 2006 Survey 
90 Days-in-Term 
Center to Center (Vocational) (1) (2) 
 

Net Audit Adjustments from Detailed Tests  (19) 
 
Sample Students  (8) 
Non-Sample Students  (11) 
   

Net Audit Adjustments from Detailed Tests  (19) 
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Recommendations 

 
We recommend that management exercise more care and take corrective action, as appropriate, to ensure that: 

(1) the number of days-in-term is properly reported for each survey; (2) only eligible students who are transported 

by the District during a survey are reported with that survey’s results; (3) only eligible, K-5 students who live less 

than two miles from school, and have to cross a hazard to reach school, are reported in Hazardous Walking; (4) 

the distance from home to school is verified prior to students being reported in Two Miles or More; and (5) the 

IEPs for transported ESE students document the students’ eligibility for IDEA-weighted classification and their 

need for special transportation services, as appropriate.  

The absence of statements in this report regarding practices and procedures followed by the District should not 

be construed as acceptance, approval, or endorsement of those practices and procedures.  Additionally, the 

specific nature of this report does not limit or lessen the District's obligation to comply with all State requirements 

governing student transportation. 

 
Regulatory Citations 

 
Chapter 1006, Part I, E., F.S.  .........Transportation of Public K-12 Students 

Section 1011.68, F.S.  .......................Funds for Student Transportation 

Chapter 6A-3, F.A.C.  ......................Transportation 

Student Transportation General Instructions 
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Management agreed with our findings and recommendations. 
 

A copy of management’s response may be found beginning on page 43 of this report. 
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A summary discussion of the significant features of student transportation and related areas follows: 

 
1. Student Eligibility 

 
Any student who is transported by bus must meet one or more of the following conditions in order to be eligible 

for State transportation funding:  live two or more miles from school, be physically handicapped, be a Career 

Education or Exceptional student who is transported from one school center to another where appropriate 

programs are provided, or meet the criteria for hazardous walking specified in Section 1006.23(4), Florida Statutes. 

 
2. Transportation in Charlotte County 

 
For the fiscal year ended June 30, 2006, the District received approximately $3.4 million in State transportation 

funding.  The District’s transportation reporting by survey was as follows: 

 
Survey No. of No. of 
Period Vehicles Students 

 
July 2005 25 394 
October 2005 109 7,736 
February 2006 106 7,497 
June 2006 22 383 
 
Total 262 16,010 

 
3. Statutes and Rules 

 
The following statutes and rules are of significance to the District’s administration of student transportation: 

 
Chapter 1006, Part I, E., F.S.  .........Transportation of Public K-12 Students 

Section 1011.68, F.S.  .......................Funds for Student Transportation 

Chapter 6A-3, F.A.C.  ......................Transportation 
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Our examination procedures provided for the selection of samples of buses and students, using statistical and 

judgmental methods, for testing the number of students transported as reported to the Department of Education 

for the fiscal year ended June 30, 2006.  Our sampling process was designed to facilitate the performance of 

appropriate examination procedures to test the District's compliance with State requirements governing students 

transported. 
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MANAGEMENT’S RESPONSE 
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