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MEMORANDUM

Date: June 30, 2009

To: CommissionegEric J. Smith

From: Link Jarn

Subject: Audit R¢popr'No. 2005-193, Report on the School District of Wakulla County,

Florida Education Finance Program (FEFP) Full-Time Equivalent (FTE) Students
and Student Transportation for the Fiscal Year Ended June 30, 2004

On February 28, 2008, the Department received a request from the Wakulla County School
District for an informal conference to discuss Audit Report No. 2005-193 and issues related to
the report. The informal conference was held on June 22, 2009.

The Wakulla County School District was represented by David Miller, Alan Rosier, Beth Mims,
Jimmie Dugger, and Beth O’Donnell. The Department was represented by Kim Komisar, Lee
Davis, and Becky Pruett. Martha Asbury, David Morris, and I were on the informal conference
panel. Joe Williams represented the Office of the Auditor General.

In its written response to the audit report, Wakulla County School District appealed two audit
findings to the Commissioner.

1. Invalid prekindergarten student Family Support Plans (Finding No. 2, Ref. 7201/02)

Summary of Finding: The files for two Exceptional prekindergarten students in the October and
February surveys did not contain Family Support Plans (FSPs) that were valid for those surveys.

The district indicated that the parent of one of the students requested that the FSP meeting be
postponed and the other student’s FSP meeting was delayed because others who were also
serving the student were not able to meet until a later date.
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Recommendation: The panel recommended restoration of the funding for the audit adjustments
made for the finding that was appealed, since the district made a good faith effort to involve the

parent and the other entities that were involved.

2. Non-certificated teaching staff for prekindergarten students (Finding No. 3, Ref. 7270/71)

Summary of Finding: Two teachers, who taught Exceptional prekindergarten students during the
school terms covered by the October and February surveys, did not have Florida teaching
certificates. The teachers each held a Child Development Associate (CDA) certificate. The
Course Code Directory indicates that teacher certification in Exceptional education is required
for the Prekindergarten Disabilities course.

This finding relates to the Dick Howser Center, which was operated by an independent contract
agency. Management’s response indicated that the two cited teachers were reported incorrectly
by the district as the students’ primary teachers and that the students’ actual primary teachers
were appropriately certified Exceptional teachers.

The district was not notified when the director of the Center, who was designated as the teacher
of record, resigned early in the 2003-04 school year. The director was replaced by a CDA, who
was automatically designated as the teacher of record. There were several other qualified
personnel working at the Center who could have been designated as the teacher of record after
the director’s resignation. The district contends that the students received appropriate services
from highly qualified teachers, and the CDAs, who were serving the students, were approved by
the board.

Recommendation: The panel recommended restoration of basic funding for the October and
February survey audit adjustments made for the finding that was appealed, since the explanation
and documentation that were provided support the district’s contention.

If you accept the recommendations, the Office of Funding and Financial Reporting and the
Auditor General should be notified to take appropriate restoration action.
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