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3. Gulf Coast Residential Care (Finding No. 63, Ref. 981601

Summary of Finding: The Meeting Participation Notice forms documenting the invitation to
parents to attend the Individual Educational Plan (IEP) meetings for 17 Exceptional students in
the July, October, and February surveys (one of whom was in both the Basic with ESE Services
sample and the Exceptional (ESE Support Levels 4 and 5) sample) were dated either the day of
the IEP meeting concerned or later. State Board of Education Rule 6A-6.03028(7)1, FAC, states
that parents should be notified of such meetings “...early enough to ensure that they will have an
opportunity to attend.” '

The site was a residential care facility and the district indicated that, since the students in
question required extensive services, its method of expediting services to each student included a
phone call to the parents prior to the meeting to ascertain whether or not the parents would be
able to attend the meeting. The IEP meeting was held and a subsequent written notice was sent to
the parents if they were not in attendance.

As a result of the audit finding, district procedures were modified to include sending the Meeting
Participation Notice to parents prior to the meeting, via overnight mail, in order to fully comply
with Rule 6A-6.03028(7)1, FAC.

Recommendation: The panel recommended restoration of the audit adjustments made for the

part of finding No. 63 that was appealed, since the district made a good faith effort to follow
established procedures to contact the parents concerning the IEP meetings.

4, Milton Girls Juvenile Facility (Finding _N(S_. 67, Ref. 981701)

Summary of Finding: The Meeting Participation Notice forms documenting the invitation to
parents to attend the Individual Educational Plan (IEP) meetings for 16 Exceptional students in
the July, October, and February surveys were dated either the day of the IEP meeting concerned
or later. State Board of Education Rule 6A-6.03028(7)1, FAC, states that parents should be
notified of such meetings “...early enough to ensure that they will have an opportunity to
attend.”

The Facility was a special program operated by the Department of Juvenile Justice (DJJ) and,
therefore, was involved with unusual circumstances regarding the students and parents. The
district indicated that, since the students in question required extensive services, its method of
expediting services to each student included a phone call to the parents prior to the meeting to
ascertain whether or not the parents would be able to attend a meeting. The IEP meeting was
held and a subsequent written notice was sent to the parents, if they were not in attendance.

As a result of the audit finding, district procedures were modified to include sending the Meeting

Participation Notice to parents, prior to the meeting, via overnight mail, in order to fully comply
with Rule 6A-6.03028(7)1, FAC.
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Recommendation: The panel recommended restoration of the audit adjustments made for the
finding that was appealed, since the district made a good faith effort to follow established
procedures to contact the parents concerning the IEP meetings.

If you accept the recommendations, the Office of Funding and Financial Reporting and the
Auditor General should be notified to take appropriate restoration action.

Ll/op

cc:  Martha Asbury
Linda Champion
Karen Denbroeder
Martha Haynes
Kim Komisar
David Morris
Rita Scallan
Alexis Tibbetts
Joe Williams
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