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Good afternoon! The Division of Food, Nutrition and Wellness would like to thank you all for attending the 2019 USDA NSLP Equipment Assistance Grant Request for Application (RFA)training. This training will offer guidance to School Food Authorities (SFAs) in proper completion of the 2019 Equipment Assistance Grant RFA and how to avoid common errors. Proper completion of the application will improve chances for award.The purpose of the equipment assistance grant is to address the infrastructure needs of eligible School Food Authorities in the National School Lunch Program (NSLP). These funds will be awarded through a competitive grant process to SFAs for the purchase of equipment to improve food safety, serve healthier school meals with emphasis on more fruits and vegetables, improve overall energy efficiency, and expand participation. 



Eligibility Requirements

• SFAs that currently participate in the NSLP
• High need schools with limited access to 

resources and age of food service equipment
• 50% or more of the enrolled students at the 

school are eligible for free and reduced price 
meals
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Qualified applicants are SFAs that participate in the NSLP. Priority will be given to high need schools (i.e., schools in underserved areas, schools with limited access to other resources, and age of food service equipment) where 50 percent or more of the enrolled students are eligible for free or reduced-price meals. SFAs that did not receive a previous NSLP Equipment Assistance Grant will have priority of this funding opportunity. Applicants that were awarded the 2019 NSLP Equipment Assistance Grant in the 1st round need not apply.



Key Dates

• RFA announcement date 
February 20, 2020

• Submission Deadline March 
27, 2020 no later than 4PM 
Eastern Time (ET)

• Evaluation of Applications 
March 30 – May 14, 2020

• Award notice to sponsors 
May 21, 2020

• Purchases must be made by 
September 30, 2021
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Purchase of approved equipment must be purchased by September 30, 2021. Purchases made after the grant end period will not be reimbursed. Equipment does not have to be installed or operating before September 30, 2021. However equipment must be installed and operating to receive reimbursement.



How to Apply

• http://www.myflorida.com/apps/vbs/vbs_www.ad_r2.view_ad?ad
vertisement_key_num=145932

• Applications must be complete and provide all the required 
information and documentation by the submission deadline to 
be considered responsive.

• Florida Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services 
(FDACS) forms must be used
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To access the application packet please copy and paste the link listed on this slide in your web browser. This link was also included in the February 20, 2020 Thursday Update and will be included in future Thursday Updates until the application submission deadline.The Department will receive application packets by email, U.S. Mail, courier, overnight or hand delivered to the FDACS Division of Food, Nutrition and Wellness no later than 4:00 p.m. ET on March 27, 2020. Applications, hard copy or email, received by FDACS after the application submission deadline will be rejected as untimely. There will be no extensions and no exceptions.Only one application is allowed per sponsor. Please do not submit an application for each site/school. Multiple applications will be omitted during the evaluation process.

http://www.myflorida.com/apps/vbs/vbs_www.ad_r2.view_ad?advertisement_key_num=145932


Required Documentation

• 2019 Equipment Grant Assistance Application 
• Federal Assurance Form 
• Certification Regarding Lobbying Form 
• Certification Regarding Debarments, 
Suspension, Ineligibility and Voluntary Exclusion 
Form 
• Certification Statement 
• Single quote per item to determine equipment 
value 
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All documentation is attached to the RFA.Applications that do not include all the above required documents will be considered non-responsive, and consequently, will be removed from the evaluation process. 



2019 Equipment Assistance Grant Application

Presenter
Presentation Notes
All requested information listed in Section A. General Information can be found in the Florida Automated Nutrition System (FANS). It is imperative that this information is accurate to be considered complete. If the information is incorrect your application will be rejected.Sponsor name is interchangeable with organization name for example Leon County School Board or Azalea Park Baptist School . As mentioned in a previous slide one application must be submitted per sponsor and not per site. A common error for line 1 is that the individual completing the application will enter the site name, his or her name or enter the name of the person that will be responsible for overseeing the grant. Agreement Number is also referred as the sponsor number. The sponsor number is provided to you by FNW when you first become a sponsor and is usually 1-4 digits ( i.e. 37 and 1241).  Common error; sponsors will enter the Funding Opportunity Number or the site number.Authorized Representative name is the staff member that will be responsible for all activities performed during the grant period. This is usually the Food Service Director.In section B the total amount requested must be greater than $1,000 but no more than $100,000. Please be sure that the amount listed here is no less or greater than the total amount requested listed on page 2 of the application.



Requested Equipment

• Site name and site number 
can be found in FANS in the 
sites module.

• Equipment and estimated 
cost must match what is 
listed on the single quote 
attached to the application.

• All columns and rows on this 
slide must be complete.
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A common error sponsors will enter the correct site number but input the sponsor name or enter the correct site name but input the sponsor number. Entering the wrong information will decrease your opportunity for receiving maximum award. Equipment requests may include new equipment, renovation of equipment, or replacement of equipment. Each piece of equipment must have a minimum cost of $1,000. This does not include accessories/attachments.If shipping/installation is listed in the estimated cost but not listed on the quote the shipping cost will be subtracted from the total amount requested. You may duplicate page 2 as many times as needed to include all sites you’re applying for. Please do not submit more than 1 application per sponsor.



Certification 
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The FSD may electronically or physically sign the certification page. If the certification page is not signed or dated the application will not be considered during the evaluation process. The FSD is the only person authorized to sign and date this page. 



• All questions must be answered
• Must be completed for each site
• Only the sites with an equipment 

justification will be considered for award
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The equipment justification page must be completed for each site and not the sponsorship as a whole. Questions left blank or with minimal detail will decrease your grading score which lessens the chance of being awarded. Evaluators review the answers to these questions thoroughly. If the question is not answered completely you will not receive maximum points.Only the sites that have an equipment justification will have a chance at being awarded.



Application Submission

• The Department will receive application packets by email, U.S. Mail, 
courier, overnight or hand delivered to the FDACS Division of Food, 
Nutrition and Wellness no later than 4:00 p.m. ET on March 27, 2020. 

Application packets shall be submitted to: 
Florida Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services 
Division of Food, Nutrition and Wellness 
Attention: Torreya Lindsey 
The Holland Building 
600 South Calhoun Street (H2) 
Tallahassee, FL 32399 
FNWGrants@FDACS.gov
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Read Slide.



This institution is an equal opportunity provider.

Questions
Please direct all questions to Torreya Lindsey

Torreya.Lindsey@FDACS.gov

FNWGrants@FDACS.gov

Frequently asked questions and answers will 
be posted to the Vendor Bid System (VBS) once 
a week.
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We have come to the end of the presentation. If you have any questions please type them in the chat box. If you’re not able to ask your question at this time please send me an email.

mailto:Torreya.Lindsey@FDACS.gov
mailto:FNWGrants@FDACS.gov
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